
 Graduate Student Excellence Award (GSEA) 
 
 

The Health Sciences Graduate Student Association (HSGSA) is delighted to open applications for the 
Graduate Student Excellence Award (GSEA). All graduate students pursuing a degree in health 
sciences in both M.Sc. and Ph.D. levels (part-time and full-time) are eligible to apply.  
 

Application material:   
1. University transcripts (unofficial web transcripts are acceptable) 
2. CV  
3. Two letters of support (one must be from your primary supervisor, and the other letter 

could be from anyone in academia or community). Referees must submit their letters of 
support before the deadline, directly to VP Academic (vpacademic@hsgsa.org) with your 
name and the GSEA in the subject line. Support letters submitted by the applicant will not be 
accepted.  

4. Personal statement: This statement should explain your involvement in community,  
leadership activities, future career plans, and how this award will contribute to your growth 
as a graduate student. The personal statement should not exceed one page, font size 12, and 
be single-spaced.  
 

Application instructions:  
All application material, excluding the letters of support, must be in a single PDF file. Please email 
your application to VP Academic at vpacademic@hsgsa.org before the deadline. 
Name the PDF file: Student's full name-GSEA (e.g., James-Bond-GSEA).  
Email Subject line: full name and student number. 
 

Application deadline:  
The application material and support letters must be submitted by 5.00 pm CST on March 8th, 2023, 
to VP Academic (vpacademic@hsgsa.org). Applications received after this deadline will not be 
considered for review.  
 

Award value:  
The number of awards will be decided based on the available funds, with a minimum of 1 award 
each for the Ph.D. and Master's programs. Winners will receive a maximum of CAD $1000. 
*Awardees will be recognized on the HSGSA's social media, newsletter, and other platforms 
available to HSGSA. They are expected to provide a short bio and picture. 
 

Evaluation of applications:  
Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 1) Academic Excellence (50% for 
M.Sc students and 30% for Ph.D. students) 2) Research ability and potential (30% for M.Sc students 
and 40% for Ph.D. students) 3) Demonstrated leadership, personal characteristics and 
interpersonal skills (20% for M.Sc students and 30% for Ph.D. students).  
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Who cannot apply for the GSEA:  
HSGSA executives (VPA, VPI, VPE, VP St. Boniface, VPME, President) and those on the review 
committee cannot apply for the award.  
 
Status of your nomination: 
Only completed applications will be considered for processing. You are responsible for ensuring 
that the application is received before the deadline. Once the Vice-President Academic has 
successfully received an application, all materials contained therein will be the property of the 
Graduate Student Excellence Award (GSEA) Committee until the competition's closure.  
Please feel free to email me with any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
Alekhya Lavu 
Vice-President Academic  
vpacademic@hsgsa.org 
Health Sciences Graduate Student Association (HSGSA) 
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